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Tak s cpesasi emré OaHO BaKHOE OTKPBITHE: €ro pojHas IJIaHeTa BCSI-TO
BeJIMUMHOM ¢ 1oM!

So I made another important discovery: his home planet is only the size of a house!

BrpoueMm, 3TO MeHsI He CIIMIIKOM YAMBMJIIO. SI 3HAJ, YTO KPOME TAKUX OOJIBIINX
IJiaHeT, kKak 3emuisi, IOnurep, Mapc, BeHepa, cyliecTByIOT ell€ COTHM APYyTIMUX,
KOTOPBIM JlakKe MMEH He [OajiM, M cpeay HMUX Takue MaJIeHbKMe, UTO MX M B
TeJIECKOII TPYAHO pa3rianeTb. Kormga acTpoHOM OTKpbIBaeT TaKyIO IIJIAHETKY, OH

naéT et He UM, a IIpocTo HoMep. Hammpumep, acrepons 3251.

However, this did not surprise me too much. I knew that in addition to such large
planets as Earth, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, there are hundreds of others that have not
even been given names, and among them there are so small that they are difficult
to see even with a telescope. When an astronomer discovers such a planet, he does

not give it a name, but simply a number. For example, asteroid 3251.



Y MeHsI eCcTb cepbé3Hble OCHOBaHM S I10JIaraTh, YTO MaJileHbKMI IPUHL] TPUJIETEJI C
IIJIAaHETKM, KOTOpasl HasbiBaeTcs "acTrepoun b-612". ToT acTepou/ ObLJI 3aMedeH B

TEJIECKOII JIMIIIDb OAMH pa3, B 1909 roay, O4HUM TYPELKMM aCTPOHOMOM.

I have good reason to believe that the Little Prince came from a planet called
"asteroid B-612". This asteroid was seen through a telescope only once, in 1909, by a

Turkish astronomer.

ACTPOHOM JOJIOKMJI TOrla O CBOEM 3aMedaTeJIbHOM OTKPBITUMM  Ha
MesKkIyHapOIHOM acTpOHOMMUECKOM KoHTpecce. HoO HUKTO eMy He ITOBepMJI, a BCE

IIOTOMY, YTO OH OBLJI OJIET IO-TYPEeIIKM. YK TaAKOM Hapo 9T B3pocJIbie!

The astronomer then reported his remarkable discovery at the International
Astronomical Congress. But no one believed him, and all because he was dressed in

Turkish. Such are these adults!



K cuacTbio 1iis1 pernyTaumuu actepousa B-612, npaButesnnb Typuumu Besiesl CBOUM
IMOAJaHHBIM IOJ CTPAXOM CMEPTM HOCUTH eBpoIelcKoe IiaTbe. B 1920 rogy ToT
ACTPOHOM CHOBA JIOJIOKMJI O CBOEM OTKpBITHMM. Ha 9TOT pa3 oH ObLI OAET IO

IIOocJIeIHEV MOJIE - M BCE C HMM COIVIaCHMJIMCD.

Fortunately for the reputation of asteroid B-612, the ruler of Turkey ordered his
subjects to wear European dress on pain of death. In 1920, the astronomer
reported his discovery again. This time he was dressed in the latest fashion - and

everyone agreed with him.




s1 BaM pacckasajl Tak ImogpooHo 06 acrtepousie B-612 1 qaske coOOOIIMII ero HOMEpP
TOJIBKO M3-3a B3POCJIbIX. B3pocJiibie oueHb Jito0sT 1mdpsl. Korma pacckasbiBaelb
UM, UTO Y T€OST MOSIBUJICS HOBBIJ APYT, OHM HUKOT/IA HE CIIPOCST O CAMOM IJIABHOM.
Hukorma oHy He CKasKyT: "A KaKo¥ y Hero rosioc? B kakye urpbl OH JIIOOUT UTrPaATh?
JIoBuT s OH 6abouek?" OHM crpanmmBaioT: "CKOJIbKO eMy JieT? CKOJIBKO y Hero
OopaTbeB? CkOJIbKO OH BecuT? CKOJIBKO 3apabaThiBaeT ero oren?" M 1mocsie 3TOro
BOOOpPA’KAIOT, UTO Yy3Ha/M duesioBeka. Korma roBOpuINb B3pociibiM: "SI Buaes
KpacuBbI} JIOM 13 PO30BOTO KMPIMUA, B OKHAX Y HETr0o repaHb, a Ha KPbIIIe ToJTy 0",
- OHM HMKAaK He MOTYT IIpeJICTaBUTh cebe 3TOT oM. MM HaJo cKasdaTb: "I Bumes

ITOM 3a CTO ThICcsTY GPaHKOB', - ¥ TOT/Ia OHM BoCcKuIIaroT: "Kakas kpacora!"

I have told you so much about asteroid B-612 and even told you its number only
because of the adults. Adults are very fond of numbers. When you tell them that
you have a new friend, they never ask about the most important things. They
never say: "What is his voice like? What games does he like to play? Does he catch
butterflies?" They ask: "How old is he? How many brothers does he have? How
much does he weigh? How much does his father earn?" And after that they imagine
that they have recognized the person. When you tell adults: "I saw a beautiful
house made of pink brick, with geraniums in the windows and pigeons on the
roof]' they cannot imagine this house at all. You have to tell them: "I saw a house

for a hundred thousand francs,’ and then they exclaim: "How beautiful!"



TouyHO Tak ke, ecjiv UM cKa3aTh: "BoT JoKasaTeJibCTBa, YTO MaJieHbKMI IPUHIL Ha
caMoOM JieJie CyIIeCTBOBAJ - OH ObLJI OUYeHb, OU€Hb CJIABHBIM, OH CMESLJICS, U eMy
XOTeJIOCh MMEeTh Oaparlika. A KTo XxoueT 6apaliika, TOT YK KOHEYHO CyIlecTByeT", -
ecJIM cKas3aTh TaK, OHM TOJIBKO ITOXKMYT ILJIedaMM ¥ IIOCMOTPSIT Ha TebOsI Kak Ha
HeCMBIIJIeHOTO MJiazieHIla. Ho ecomm ckaszathb uMm: "OH IpuiieTesl C TJIQHETHI,
KOTOpasi Ha3bIBaeTcs actepous b-612" - aTo ux yoeauT, M OHM HE CTAHYT JOKYyUYaTb
BaM paccrpocaMy. YK TaKo¥ Hapo[d 3Tu B3pocJible. He cToUT Ha HUX CEePAUTHCS.

J_IeTI/I JOJISKHDbI ObITH OUEHDb CHUCXOOUTEJIbHDBI K B3POCJIbIM.

In the same way, if you tell them, "Here's proof that the little prince really existed -
he was very, very nice, he laughed, and he wanted a sheep. And whoever wants a
sheep certainly exists," if you say that, they will just shrug their shoulders and look
at you as if you were a foolish child. But if you tell them, "He came from a planet
called asteroid B-612," that will convince them, and they will not bother you with
questions. That's the kind of people these adults are. Don't be angry with them.

Children should be very lenient with adults.



Ho ™Mbl, Te, KTO IIOHMMAaeT, YTO TaKoe >KU3Hb, - Mbl, KOHEUHO, CMeéMCs HaJl
HoMepamy u Imbpamu! S 0XOTHO Hayasr ObI 3Ty MOBECTH KaK BOJIIIEOHYIO CKa3KY.

4 xoTeJ1 ObI HAYATD TAK:

"JKus nma Obi1 MasieHbKMit npuHI. OH SKMJI HaA IJIaHeTe, KoTopasi Obljla YyTb
11000JIbIIIE ero caMoro, M eMy O4YeHb He XBaraJio apyra..' Te, KTO IIOHUMMAET, YTO

TaKoe >KM3Hb, CPasy yBuIeJM ObI, YTO 3TO ropas3fo O0JIbIlle IIOX0’Ke Ha IIPaBLy.

But we, those who understand what life is, we, of course, laugh at numbers and

figures! I would gladly begin this story as a fairy tale. I would like to begin like this:

"Once upon a time there lived a little prince. He lived on a planet that was slightly
larger than himself, and he really needed a friend.." Those who understand what

life is would immediately see that this is much more like the truth.



1060 51 cOBCEM He X0Uy, YTOObI MOIO KHMOKKY UMTaJIM IIPOCTO paau 3abaBbl. Cepiile
MOE OOJIPHO COKMMAaeTCsl, KOTha s BCIIOMMHAI0 MOEro MaJjieHbKOro Apyra, U
HeJIErKO MHE O HEM TroBOPMTb. BOT yske IlecTb JieT, KaK MO APYr BMECTE C
OapalllkoM MeHSs MOKMHYJI. M 51 IbITAaloCh paccKasaTh O HEM JISI TOTO, YTOOBI €ro
He 3a0bITh. DTO OUEHb IIeUaJIbHO, KOT/Ia 3a0bIBatoT JApy3eit. He y BCSIKOTO OBLII IPYT.
M s1 6010Ch CTATh TaKMM, KaK B3POCJble, KOTOPHIM HUMUTO HE MHTEPECHO, KPOMeE
1dp. Eiié u moToMy st KymuJa SIIIMK ¢ KpackaMy ¥ IIBeTHbIe KapaHaamm. He Tak
3TO IIPOCTO - B MOEM BO3pacTe BHOBb IPUMHMMATHCS 3a PUCOBAHME, €CJIM 34 BCIO
CBOIO JKM3Hb TOJIBKO ¥ HAPMCOBAJI YTO yAaBa CHapy KM ¥ U3HYTPM, A M TO B IIIECTh
set! KoHeuHo, s1 cTapaloch mepeaaTh CXOACTBO KaK MOYKHO Jrydiiie. Ho st coBceM He
yBepeH, YTO y MeHSI 9TO HmoJiyunTcsi. OMH ITOPTPET BHIXOAUT YIAUHO, a IPYTOi HA
KalJiM He IOXO’K. BOT M ¢ poCcTOM TO jKe: Ha OJHOM PUCYHKE IMPMHIL y MeHs
yepecuyp GOJIBIIIOIN, HA IPYTOM - UepeCUyP MaJIEeHbKMIA. M s I1JI0X0 ITOMHIO, KAKOTO
1BeTa ObLjIa ero ojaeskaa. S mpolbyro pucoBaTh M TaK M 37aK, HAYTaJl, C I'PEXOM
rrorosiaMm. HakoHell, s1 MOTYy OIMOUTHCS M B KAKMX-TO BaSKHBIX MOAPoOGHOCTsIX. Ho
BBI YK He B3bIlIuTe. MO APYT HMKOI[IA MHE HMUEro He 00bsICHSAI. MOYKET ObITh,
OH JyMaJji, UTO sI TaKoO} ’Ke, Kak OoH. Ho s, K CO’KaJIeHMIO, He yMeIO YBM/IEThb
Oapallika CKBO3b CT€HKM SIIIMKa. MOKeT ObITh, I HEMHOTO ITOXO0K HA B3POCJIbIX.

HasepHo, s cTapero.

For I do not at all want my book to be read simply for fun. My heart aches when I
remember my little friend, and it is not easy for me to talk about him. It is already
six years since my friend left me with his lamb. And I am trying to tell about him
so as not to forget him. It is very sad when friends are forgotten. Not everyone had
a friend. And I am afraid of becoming like adults who are interested in nothing but
numbers. That is also why I bought a box of paints and colored pencils. It is not so

easy at my age to take up drawing again, when in my whole life I have only drawn



a boa constrictor from the outside and from the inside, and that was at the age of
six! Of course, I try to convey the likeness as best I can. But I am not at all sure that
I will succeed. One portrait comes out well, and the other does not resemble him at
all. The same thing applies to height: in one drawing the prince is too big, in the
other - too small. And I do not remember well what color his clothes were. I try to
draw this way and that, at random, with great difficulty. Finally, I can make a
mistake in some important details. But please don’t hold it against me. My friend
never explained anything to me. Maybe he thought I was the same as him. But
unfortunately, I can’t see a lamb through the walls of a box. Maybe I'm a bit like

adults. 'm probably getting old.

Lots of love,

[orige



